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PRESS RELEASE 
SYDNEY, 27 OCTOBER 2018 
 
 
TUG BOAT SVITZER NEWTON NAMED IN PUBLIC CEREMONY 
 
The newest tugboat in Fremantle Harbour, Svitzer Newton, was officially christened 
in a public naming ceremony on Saturday, 27 October 2018, as part of Fremantle 
Ports’ Maritime Day.  

Hon Rita Saffioti MLA, Minister for Transport; Planning; Lands, served as Svitzer 
Newton’s ‘naming mother’ in the traditional maritime naming ceremony.  

“Since I was a child, my family and I have gone to the annual Blessing of the Fleet in 
Fremantle,” says Minister Saffioti. 

“To be here as Transport Minister and the naming mother for Fremantle’s newest tug 
boat, Svitzer Newton, is an honour and a privilege.” 

Svitzer Australia Managing Director, Nicolaj Noes, says: “We work closely with 
customers and stakeholders to ensure that we upgrade our fleet with the right 
vessels. We are pleased to give Svitzer Newton a home in Fremantle, and to join in 
celebrating Maritime Day with Fremantle Ports.” 

The name ‘Svitzer Newton’ was chosen by the Svitzer Australia team in Fremantle 
through a vote. The vessel’s namesake, Stephen (Steve) Newton, has worked for 
the company for over 46 years after starting an apprenticeship, building boats at 
North Fremantle.  

“I’m surprised and humbled by the naming of this tug after me,” says Steve.  

“I got the salt in my veins when I started out in this job, and this tug just extends that 
passion.” 

About the vessel 

Svitzer Newton is a 2412 Damen built tractor tug, meaning its propellers are situated 
below the forward deck of the tug. Unlike the other tugs in the inner harbour, Svitzer 
Newton has its main winch on its aft (rear) deck and operates in ‘reverse’ when 
completing vessel movements. 

It has two azimuth propellers which can rotate 360⁰, powered by two Caterpillar 
engines which generate more than 5500 hp. This gives Svitzer Newton 70 tonnes of 
bollard pull — the measurement of tugboat power. 
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Svitzer Newton is 24.7 m in length, 12.6m in breadth, has four-person 
accommodation, mess and galley, toilet and shower facilities.  

The vessel is operated with a three-person crew: a master who is responsible for 
driving and navigating; an engineer responsible for maintenance and upkeep of the 
engines and electrical systems; and an integrated rating, who is responsible for 
receiving and attaching the line to vessels and deck maintenance. 

Svitzer Newton assists the ships entering and leaving the port by assisting as their 
‘brake’ when entering the harbour, rotating them to berth, or depart, and pushing up 
against the vessels to move them close enough to the berth for the ships to safely 
attach their mooring lines. 

ABOUT SVITZER 
Since 1833, Svitzer has provided safety and support at sea. With 4,000 employees, 
a fleet of more than 430 vessels and operations all over the world, we are the global 
market leader within towage and marine related services. 
 
 
For more information, please contact Nicole Holyer at Nicole.holyer@svitzer.com or 
on 0430199600. 
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