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A live-export vessel was released from 
detention in Fremantle after the operator 
agreed to pay the crew’s wages.

The MV Maysora, flagged in the 
Bahamas, was detained on Tuesday 
following an inspection by an AMSA 
surveyor which confirmed reports of 
the crew not being paid regular wages 
according to employment agreements.

However, the situation changed.
“An AMSA surveyor returned to MV 

Maysora and released the vessel from 
detention after the operator demonstrated 
crew had been paid and plans were in place 
for ongoing payment of crew wages,” an 
AMSA spokesperson said. “The vessel can 
now continue its voyage.”

A new crew was flown in from the 
Philippines with the original Pakistani crew 
reluctant to sail the ship.

The matter earlier attracted the attention 
of the Australian Border Force which 
confirmed 19 crew members were detained 
at Fremantle on Monday and Tuesday after 
their maritime crew visas ceased.

“The ABF conducts regular operational 
activity at Australia’s ports to ensure all 
foreign crew comply with the conditions 

of their visas and is continuing to monitor 
this vessel and its crew,” the ABF said in a 
public statement.

ITF inspector Dean Summers told Daily 
Cargo News there was an agreement in place 
between the Jordanian owners and the ITF.

“There was back pay calculated and 
paid on board and three crew sought to be 
repatriated home which was granted with 
full entitlements paid,” Mr Summers said.

Authorities also have faced criticism 
from the Royal Society for the Prevention 
of Cruelty to Animals which condemned 
the decision to let Maysora load 30,000 
sheep and “sail into uncertain conditions” 
in the Middle Eastern summer.

RSPCA Australia senior policy officer Dr 
Jed Goodfellow said they were awaiting the 
results of a freedom of information request 
to access images and footage from live 
sheep export ships since the government 
began placing departmental observers on 
board in April.

“Despite government and exporter 
assurances of improved conditions, we’ve 
seen no information, photos or footage 
from those observers, and that’s very 
worrying,” Dr Goodfellow said.

Vessel released following 
wages agreement

Operators of a live export ship had  
to sort out a dispute with their crew

Tug crew  
rescues parrot

  Through the heroic efforts of the 
crew of two tugboats in Victoria’s 
Western Port, an exotic Alexandrine 
parakeet named Buddy, lost for 
a week, found its way back to its 
owner.

“It was exhausted and sought 
refuge on the stern of the Svitzer 
Olivia,” tug master Christian Messer 
said. “Amazingly, it was tame 
enough for us to approach it and 
even climbed onto my shoulder.”

The crew of the Olivia and Svitzer 
Edwina contacted a local veterinary 
clinic, which advised them to put 
out an alert on the parrot-finder 
website, www.parrotalert.com.

The tuckered-out parrot and its 
relieved owner were soon reunited. 
Buddy had flown 30km 
from home and survived 
a week in the wild.

Kind-hearted mariners 
 came to the aid of a feathered friend


